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Adolf Hitler, Max von Oppenheim and Amin al-Husaini 
 

Lionel Gossman’s Book and a Revelation on Hitler and al-Husaini  
 

Curt M. Prüfer kept a diary and, in mid-1943, recorded that Max von Oppenheim had met 

with him in Berlin. The Nazi diplomat just refers to him in his diary as “uncle Max.” The 

night before that meeting, Ambassador Prüfer met with Jerusalem’s grand mufti, Amin 

al-Husaini. Meanwhile, the British looked on as von Oppenheim plotted jihad with Arabs 

in British Mandatory Iraq. London advised the Arabs be told that von Oppenheim was a 

Jew. It is not easy to say just what he was. His father was a Jewish convert to Christianity 

and his mother a Catholic. In wartime, as an “honorary Aryan,” he worked for the Nazis. 

In peacetime, he was an archaeologist unearthing artifacts in Syria. Lionel Gossman ex-

plored this mysterious life  in his seminal study on patriotic Germans of a part-Jewish ori-

gin known as “Kaiserjuden.”   

 

 
 

I add that those talks of mid-1943 were not conducted in Berlin, as recorded; Prüfer also 

doctored his original diary. His talk with al-Husaini of July 4 took place at Heinrich 

Himmler’s East Prussian “Feldkommandostelle Hochwald” where they had been mee-

ting since July 4. This shows the photograph above, dated July 4, 1943, in the SS leader’s 

handwriting: "to his Eminence the Grand Mufti--a Memento." We see one of the typical 

wooden guest barracks of Himmler’s “Hochwald” place in the rear, formerly Großgarten, 

now Pozezdrze. They also went to “Hegewald,” near Ukraine’s Szitomir, and Berdichev. 
 

   Hitler’s place was nearby, and they met with him too (his second or third meeting with 

al-Husaini, besides the only known official one on November 28, 1941 in Berlin). Prü-

fer’s text on July 17: “Mufti joined me for lunch, insisted on getting rid of Jewish settle-

ments in Palestine.” But his diary continues on July 19: “The Führer is a very great man.” 

Prüfer, who had already used his Arabic in World War I, was surely the interpreter there.  
 

Wolfgang G. Schwanitz 
 

Wolfgang G. Schwanitz is visiting professor at the Gloria Center in Herzliya and an associate fellow of the 

Middle East Forum in Philadelphia. His many books include Germans in the Mideast, 1946–1965. See  also 

Islam in Europe, Revolts in the Middle East, a German book of June 10, 2013: Order here in Berlin or here.  

https://muse.jhu.edu/login?auth=0&type=summary&url=/journals/common_knowledge/v019/19.3.schwanitz.html
http://www.worldcat.org/title/curt-prufer-german-diplomat-from-the-kaiser-to-hitler/oclc/15222255&referer=brief_results
http://www.trafoberlin.de/pdf-dateien/2009_04_19/Wolfgang%20G%20Schwanitz%20Sheik%20And%20Shoah.pdf
http://www.trafoberlin.de/pdf-dateien/Oppenheims%20Jihad%20Dokumente%20WGS%20%20120207.pdf
http://www.trafoberlin.de/pdf-dateien/Germany%20Middle%20East%20Policy%20MERIA%202007.pdf
http://www.trafoberlin.de/pdf-dateien/Fritz%20Grobba%20Germany%20Middle%20%20East.pdf
http://www.trafoberlin.de/pdf-dateien/2012_10_24/Stefan%20M.%20Kreutzer%20Oppenheim%20Alexander%20Will%20Weltmacht.pdf
http://www.trafoberlin.de/pdf-dateien/2013/Wolfgang%20G%20Schwanitz%20Abu%20Jihad%20fr%20Kaiser%20und%20Hitler.pdf
http://www.openbookpublishers.com/product/163/the-passion-of-max-von-oppenheim--archaeology-and-intrigue-in-the-middle-east-from-wilhelm-ii-to-hitler
http://www.worldcat.org/title/rewriting-history-the-original-and-revised-world-war-ii-diaries-of-curt-prufer-nazi-diplomat/oclc/246518885&referer=brief_results
http://www.trafoberlin.de/pdf-Neu/Amin%20al-Husaini%20and%20the%20Holocaust.pdf
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bNzTL4zu5Xg&feature=related
http://www.trafoberlin.de/pdf-dateien/2012_04_28/Volker%20Koop%20Hitlers%20Muslime.pdf
http://www.trafoberlin.de/Autoren/schwanitz_wolfgang.htm
http://www.trafoberlin.de/pdf-dateien/Deutsche%20in%20Nahost%201946%201965.pdf
http://www.worldcat.org/title/deutsche-in-nahost-1946-1965-1/oclc/614176736&referer=brief_results
http://www.worldcat.org/title/deutsche-in-nahost-1946-1965-2/oclc/614176784&referer=brief_results
http://www.trafoberlin.de/Autoren/schwanitz_wolfgang.htm
http://www.amazon.de/Islam-Europa-Revolten-Mittelost-II/dp/3864640180/ref=sr_1_sc_3?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1371896090&sr=1-3-spell&keywords=wolfgfang+g+schwanitz
http://www.trafoberlin.de/Buchumschlaege/018-6_Schwanitz_SUS_2013_04_28.pdf
http://www.trafoberlin.de/pdf-dateien/Schwanitz_neu/Schwanitz%20Band%202%20flyer.pdf
http://www.trafoberlin.de/978-3-86464-018-6.htm
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bNzTL4zu5Xg&feature=related
http://www.trafoberlin.de/Autoren/schwanitz_wolfgang.htm

